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Uposatha Hall and Sima Inauguration

Wat Pah Nanachat
25-28 December 2022
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Program :
Uposatha Hall and Sima Inauguration
Wat Pah Nanachat, Ubon Rachathani, Thailand
25 — 28 December 2022

ufl we $UAYN b&oe / 25 December 2022

08:00 0UARNAMNT bANTEE
Meal offering to the Sangha.
15:00  Wolauraesgluan-isdanegniiin < nauseugluan

TnagAlougnAvd InUNuYF & nau WirasdlasydenInanan
Official start of the Uposatha Hall Inauguration Ceremony;
Embedding eight Sima Stones around the Uposatha Hall

by groups of disciples of the monastery;

Blessing chants.



18:00 sunlsaun-anuudvininsdu
Evening chanting and meditation.

20:00 aumuAa - Uguilma (Uaeu) dansesssumeun
1ng wwm%wwquszmwwwwﬁ Lf-ﬁjﬁﬂmzéﬁ’wfmquaiwmﬁ
Giving five precepts and Dhamma talk by Ven. Phra Thepvarajarn,
Head of Ubon Rachathani Sangha Administration.

Uit oo $UMAN & / 26 December 2022

03:30 TN S-anuuAv Tn s
Morning chanting and meditation.
08:00 DMUANAMIT AT
Meal offering to the Sangha.
13:00 thand-flansesssumeun-ujdRsssy
Meditation and Dhamma talk.
18:00 stlsand-annuusv sy
Evening chanting and meditation.
20:00 TISIIUNAU o AU

18 WITLAYWITZAMUNTENNITIQY 0 (Bou Sasuly) WreaTanuesiing
Meditation and chanting, followed by Dhamma talk by
Ven. Phra Thepvachirayan (Luang Por Liem Thitadhammo), Abbot of Wat Nong Pah Pong.



Uit 0y $UMAN & / 27 December 2022

03:30 sruilsans-amauniviiTngid 3 kh__“\
Morning chanting and meditation. K \

08:00 018ARAINT WA WIZE : /
Meal offering and blessing. 'II

17:00 WIBUWANAINTINDYH KAZANAINTTUINI WezUTUITT J

hanszsvaliulunselsznaviisasasgluaadavanegniia J
HM King Mahavajiralongkorn and HM Queen Suthida embed '
the central Sima Stone in the Uposatha Hall of Wat Pah Nanachat. (
20:00  WiKNWNSHUN 4
Sangha determining new Sima. e b Gy
22:00 TINTETITUNAUT IINNTLATIYLATE .
Dhamma talks by various senior monks.

Uil o $UAYN b&e / 28 December 2022

08:00 AMWARNNINT WANTTE .1 e
Meal offering and blessing.
1300  WsgUanungnedegluaninuiuiuivi

Inaugural Upasampada ceremony.
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Note: Program may be subject to change.
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Foreword

Abbot of Wat Pah Nanachat

This book, “The Wat Pah Nanachat Uposatha
Hall”, is a free gift of Dhamma marking the auspicious
occasion between the 25" and 28" of December 2022,
of the monks, novices and lay disciples of Wat Pah
Nanachat performing the ceremony inaugurating
the new Uposatha Hall (“Bot”), and determining a
boundary (“Sima”) around the hall as laid down in the
Buddhist Monastic Code (“Vinaya”).

As well as offering Dhamma talks, this book
mainly aims to explain what an Uposatha Hall is
within the context of monastic life as practiced in Wat
Pah Nanachat. In the Isan (Northeast Thailand) the word
“sim” is commonly used instead of the central Thai

“bot”, as it refers to the territory rather than the
olo

Phrakhru Ubonbhavanaviteht

building in which sangha transactions (sanghakamma)
are being held. On this occasion the sangha is “tying
off” (determining) a proper sima around the new
Uposatha Hall. This will enable Wat Pah Nanachat to
carry out all its various monastic functions and sangha
transactions required by the Vinaya - including the
acceptance (“upasampada”) of new monks, thus
disseminating seeds of Dhamma to many other
countries.

We feel truly honoured to be able to invite our
most revered senior monks and Dhamma teachers from
forest and city monasteries alike, to celebrate this
special moment. Amongst them are Ven. Somdet Phra
Mahathirachan, the head of the committee of the Thai



Overseas Buddhist Mission; Ven. Phra Thep Vachirayan
(Luang Por Liem), the abbot of Wat Nong Pah Pong;
and Ven. Phra Brom Vachirayan (Luang Por Sumedho),
the most senior Elder within our group of international
branch monasteries. And of course, lay Buddhists from
all over Thailand.

Coming together like this provides a great
opportunity for us to be united in recollecting the
virtues of Ven. Phra Bodhinyana Thera (Ajahn Chah
Subhaddo), our foremost Dhamma teacher and
founder of this group of monasteries. Thanks to his
broad-mindedness and far-reaching vision, from the
very first days of Wat Pah Nanachat up to the present,
we have been able to practice in harmony within the
traditional Thai Sangha, although we come from
different corners of the world.

Thus, on behalf of the Sangha of Wat Pah
Nanachat, | would like to express my wholehearted

appreciation to the disciples and friends of the

monastery, whether in Thailand or abroad, for all their
heartfelt effort and generous sacrifice which has
enabled this event to take place in such a spirit of
harmony. May they all be free from sorrow and pain,
difficulties and dangers, obstacles and illnesses and
ever grow in the Buddha’s Teachings.

It is of utmost joy for us, as disciples of Wat Pah
Nanachat, that on this wholly auspicious occasion His
Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn and Her Majesty
Queen Suthida will be present in the new Uposatha
Hall on December 27, to bestow their royal blessings
on this event. His Majesty has graciously agreed to
perform the ceremony of embedding the central sima
stone in the middle of the Uposatha Hall. Through the
goodness that has arisen on this occasion, may the
power of the Triple Gem protect Their Majesties and
everyone dwelling in the Kingdom of Thailand, bringing

them happiness, long life, virtue and strength.
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Sima

..means “boundary” - an area which is
precisely defined by distinct markers such
as stone pillars, in which the sangha meets
for carrying out formal meetings or decisions
(“sanghakamma”), for example the
acceptance of new monks (“upasampada”)
or the fortnightly recitation of the monastic

training rules (“patimokkha”).
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Baddha Sima

. means a “tied-up boundary”
- a sima area which has been formally
designated as such by a ceremony
defining it by determining a set of
boundary markers (or sima-stones) by
the sangha with the lay-community
as witness. Baddhasima areas are
usually installed around the assembly
hall (“bot” or “uposatha” hall).
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Visunggama Sima

... means a boundary territory which is separated from village or town areas.

It is one of the types of simas which the Buddha allowed to use for carrying

out sangha transactions without it being specifically “tied off” or determined

by the sangha, if it is properly marked already by the laws of the land. Thai
law allows the sangha within the appointed territory of a Visunggamasima
to fully govern its own affairs solely based on the Buddhist Monastic Code

(Vinaya) and build a proper Uposatha Hall for this purpose.
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On Dec 15th, 2014 in a ceremony attended by
many senior monks of the international and local
sangha, Wat Pah Nanachat received the Royal
granting of a Visunggamasima by HM King,
established by the Mayor of Warin Chamrab on a
designated piece of monastery land of 40 x 80
metres around the premises of the old outside
sala of Wat Pah Nanachat, a multi-purpose
meditation hall built by Luang Por Pasanno and

Luang Por Jayasaro.
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Bot/Uposatha Hall

... the meeting hall built within a sima. It is considered

the most important structure in a monastery, as it hosts
outstanding functions such as ordinations. "Bot" (Thai)
is stems from "uposatha" (Pali), the fortnightly lunar
abservance days on which the monks meet to recite

the training rules.
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The new Bot was built in the traditional Northeastern Thai/Laotion style between April 2019 and October 2022. Established
in the Visunggamasima area on monastery grounds, a fully determined smaller Baddhasima around it will enable the
international sangha of Wat Pah Nanachat to carry out the complete range of community transactions including ordination

for a long-lasting prosperous future of monastic life within the Thai Forest Tradition.
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The new Bot of Wat Pah Nanachat
is modelled after the historic “Sim
Wat Luang”, the uposatha hall of
the first monastery established in
Ubon Rachathani in 1794. Being
mainly built out of wood the Bot
of Wat Luang needed to be demol-
ished around the year 1949.
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The design of Wat Pah Nanachat's
new Bot was offered by Mr. Narongrit
Tongsaeng, an architect from Ubon
Rachathani skilled in classic Isan

architecture.
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Amongst the various adaptations of the original model are a slight
expansion of size, the sole use of concrete as building material, and
the open facades with no walls (called “Open Sima” or “Sim Prong”).
The rooftop holds a symbolic model of the Buddhist cosmos called

“Sattaboripan”, a common feature of classic Lahn Chang architecture.
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The “Sattaboriphan” (Seven-Pinnacled-
Rooftop) symbolizes the various planes
of existence depicted by little heavenly
mansions on the seven “continents”
floating around the center of the world,
known as “Mount Sumeru”, said to be the
residence of Sakka, King of the divine beings

in the “Heavens of the 33”.
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The Buddha image in the new Bot shows the Buddha in the night of his
awakening, touching the earth as a witness to his virtues. The image is
made from of a single piece of yellow sandstone, crafted in Chiang Rai in
the style of the Gupta period of Indian art. The typical backdrop and halo

have been simplified so the Buddha appears sitting in a more natural setting.

Luang Por Liem gave the Buddhaimage the name: “Phra Buddha
Sumedhaguna” - the Buddha with the virtue of good wisdom - as a

recollection of Wat Pah Nanachat’s first abbot, Luang Por Sumedho.
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Baddhasima / W& ~28x42m

o L R

Visunggamasima /iaiaiuain

BADDHASIMA-PILLARS VISUNGGAMASIMA-PILLARS

— e — e
ldhwnsdn 1l 3dvAaudin
The small sima stones around the Bot The big sima stones around the whole area
mark the “Baddhasima” mark the “Visunggamasima”
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! = According to the Vinaya, the law governing the Buddhist monastic community
) hﬁkﬁ/ \\. (Sangha), a sima, once properly established, will be fully valid and functional for all
: \ %1

(e \ | future times, unless the sangha formally revokes it again. Therefore, Thai law
i' : _.:__ﬁf-;ﬂ__-;_ gt requires the monastery to fully own the sima land and to have been granted a

Visunggamasima around the area, by which HM King suarantees the sangha the rights
to fully eovern all its Vinaya matters on its own. For the sake of clarity, before
determining a new sima, the Vinaya further requires revoking any possible overlapping
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old sima which might have been forgotten, as boundary markers decay or disappear
over the centuries.
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After the new sima is “tied off”, if the sangha wishes, an Lﬁfammﬂamiuﬂm?@ﬁﬂua"aﬂLLfZl'fJﬂm;‘;mﬁmu’]?ﬂm"fN
Uposatha Hall (Bot) can be built on its ground. The common T?Q@Tumﬂ%uimummﬁfu LLﬁiimﬂfﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ@::zﬁ"]ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁum
practice is, though, to finish building the Bot and then determine ’Lﬁ’m%@ﬁ@mﬁ'm:gjﬂﬁmi@uﬁﬂmmiﬁu wazl4lanathuiie
the sima around it, using this opportunity to inargurate the hall at Tpauaasluning’

the same time.
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Timeline / 203912an

2012 -2022

From Sima Stones to Uposatha Hall
b&&& - b&&

A dufeisvaiudan




2012/09/19

Surveying the

Area around the
Outside Sala
d1FIRinasauAIRIUan

Sketching and Crafting Visugngama Sima Pillars
by Luang Por Anek
nIsoanuUULAsIAEASnEYVIgaRudu
Tnuuarevinioun

2014/07/01

Landscaping
Sima Area
Wuniimisauaiun

2014/02/25]

Installing Visunggama
Sima Pillars
mﬁmﬁnaﬁqmw dun




Dhamma Teaching and Meditation
in the Sima Area 2018/03/01

msausulfidEsssuTuinadun -
Candle Procession

on Magha Puja Day
iouiguiuunaydn

2014/12/15]

Visunggama Sima Inauguration
lnawsssviuigeaudun




2018/03/12]

Taking Down the Outside Sala
famiatuan

2018/03/22

Moving the Buddha Image
ghowsswnssy

§2018/12/31

Chanting into New Year
Arauuad il T

2019/02/19]

Magha Puja Day 2019
JunHUY L lod bl

2019/04/13]

Chanting Blessings on the Site of the New Bot
on Thai New Year
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2019/10/28

2019/04/19

Starting the Construction
of the New Bot
BunisnoaaseTudn Tu

Installing the Sandstone Buddha Image
Gadonsznsgliunsio
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Chanting

into

| New Year
AIRUUR
2t Ty




2021/05/29]

Welding the 2022/02/12]
Roofstructure Painting
TIEIN CE MRS widnulu

2020/11/13

Mounting
the Roof
éinciv
Taseudvan

Tiling the Roof
wanstiine
ELTE]

2021/08/24

Lotus Pillars and Inner Ceiling
Ui aAuazEa Ty






|

I Crafting “Seven

| Pinnacles Rooftop"
2022/01/01} Pivdaauidnei
New Year 2022
aaavlllui b&'sd

Designing “Seven . "‘m,; | Landscaping

h bl by, S ) e -
Pinnacles Hﬁ}ﬂip” SN %o | Wduniiviend
aanuu?(_nuiﬁmm’ A a5

/
Stainless Steel Cutting

daupHuAnauLAd




2022/07/14]

Assembling
Gables & Rooftop
dadviluauuas
danuddnei

Installing
Gable Peaks
Gadviaii

2022/05/14]

Landscaping

- | udunavien

2022/07/31

Ceremony
Installing Rooftop
JNubnuandasdaaudinel

2022/08/31

Somdet Phra Mahathirachahn
Visiting
Aundanssuningsiansy
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